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Source I: Anne Frank 

July 15, 1944 

“It’s really a wonder that I haven’t dropped all my ideals because they seem so absurd 

and impossible to carry out. Yet I keep them, because in spite of everything, I still 

believe that people are really good at heart. I simply can't build my hopes on a 

foundation of confusion, misery and death... I think... peace and tranquillity will 

return again. I see the world gradually being turned into a wilderness, I hear the ever 

approaching thunder that will destroy us too. I can feel the sufferings of millions and 

yet, if I look up into the heavens, I think that it will all come right, that this cruelty 

too, will end and that peace and tranquility will return again. In the meantime, I must 

uphold my ideals, for perhaps a time will come when I will be able to carry them 

out.” 



Source II: Natasha Korenfeld, Russian Immigrant to Israel. After her poem was 
published in the West during the 1950s, her family was finally granted permission to 
leave for Israel in 1976. Her dream of Israel and freedom is recounted here.  

The Poem of My Land 

At Passover there is matzah  
In every Jewish home 
There are in my Israel 
Fortresses and palaces 

There are schools and stadiums 
Automobiles, homes… 
This is my beloved country. 

Matzah is what our forefathers ate 
They were baked in the sun, in the hot desert, 
They were going home, relieved from slavery 

And a miracle happened 
Moses went up the mountain 
And brought down the Ten Commandments  
For the People of Israel. 

He accomplished his mission, 
He brought his people home 
But Moses did not live to see his native land. 

Oh Israel! I promise you 
That I shall come to you. 
But not now. We have to wait until 
God will hear our prayers. 




