A MANUKAN LETTER FROM MOSCOW

Hasukah booklet for ages 5~10

By1 Jeffxey §. Wiater
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a..€ Friends in Aserica!

Shalom! My name im Masha., 1'm elght years old and 1 live in Moscow. Moscow
{9 a large city in a country called the Soviet Union. Aboutr 70 yeara ago it
wvas called Russia and scme people still call {t by that name., You can find
the Soviet Uniom on any world map. 1t's the largest country on sarth,




"I live in sa sparteent vith my parents and wy litcle Srother Sasha. »y

fanily likes to do a lot of thizgs cutside together. We like to get

all Sundled up and go fce skating during the vinter. Then we play in

the ssow. )







" When Decesber arrives 1 knov that the soov ia coming. 1 get excited decause

Haoukah s alsost here. My family 1s Jewish and we celebrate the Jevish
b!ld.’.l




LI | !o'v days before Manukah, BY parents get our Manukah Menorah owt of a by
vooden draver in the living room, The senorah used to beloag to my
grandsocher. 1 1ike to help polish the ailver,
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My father taught we the blessisgs to say vhen we light the Hanukah candles,
Mo tesches in our Sunday School because be knows Hebrew asd other things

about Jewish life.
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" Bvery Sunday 1 see my Jewish friecds at our Sunday School. We stay with our
teachers all day learning Mebrew, Torah, Jevish songs, and about bolidays.
Scnetines we celebrate Bolidays togethber and have parties.
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Every week wa seet ot a different spactment. This is becausge in the
Soviet Uatom we can't hold owr classes in a symagogue or other public
bulldiogs. The neighbors don"t Like 1t vhen we seet in thelir bulldisg,
#0 each veek ve have to go scme place elee.




'Hy mother told me that in the Soviet Talca many people almost forgot they vere
Jewish. The Soviet government wanted this to bappen. But may parents decided
to learn Nebrew and to celebrate Jewish holidays anyvay. They belleve that
Judalism is beaswtiful. Sasha and I agree.
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« My parents would like to take our family to live {an Israel vhere we can
live Jewishly as wve wish. But vhen people wamt to leave the Sovier Usloa
they have o ask permissaion from the govermmest. Many times the goverssent
refuses to allov people to leave. That is vhat Bappened to my femily, Now

we are “refusaniks” which means that they refesed to let us go. We hope
they will change their minds.




Nov Easukah Ls almost here. Tonight sy family will have = 1ittle party te
light the firat candle., We will sing the dlessings and Meoz Teur, Thes
we will exchange presents and sat some Haswdah latkes and Seet borshe, We
will remander how during the tise of the Macadees brave Jews kept their
traditions even when & large army tried to stop them,




‘lhu year some people from Aserica came to visit us and other refusenik -
families. They gave me a Dreidle. 1've been playing with it all week.
Here's a Bun, 4 Glemel, » Shin, and & Nay. These lebrew letters stand

for "a great miracle happened there." Sometismes 1 pray that a great
miracle will happen here, too
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My cousins, aunt, and wocle are hare now, 80 1'11 have to go soon. My Aunt
I=sa vill probably piach my cheek and then she'll give e acee chocolate
Hawshah gelt. Ny cousin Lev is the same age as 1 am, W¥e'll play Dreidle

together. My relatives are refuseniks, too. Mayde next Hasedah we will play
vith the dreidle in lsrael.
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Were comes Aunt Inna - Shaloa or as we say in Ressis, Dosvidanya!
Your friend,
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